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Over the years, Southern Scottsdale* has transformed itself from active agricultural fields into a community of single 

and multi family housing units served by major streets lined with  local and regional businesses. These residential 

neighborhoods contain much of the post World War II housing built in the phoenix metro area and support  

a diverse population and employment base that continues to provide economic benefits to the City of Scottsdale. 

18%

32%

29%

12%

24%

30%

25%

9%

17%

31%

26%

15%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Graduate Degree

Bachelors Degree

Some College, Associates

Degree

High School

Scottsdale Southern Scottsdale Metro Phx

Community Characteristics Scottsdale 
Southern  

Scottsdale 

2008 Population: 242,790 80,220 

2013 Population Projection: 251,792 86,444 

Total Housing Units: 2008 115,036 41,620 

Median Household Income: 2008 $74,504 $54,275 

Median Age: 2000 41.0 41.6 

Labor Force 187,744 67,984 

Total number of Businesses 14,992 3,441 

Population Density 1,249psm 5,308psm 

Planning Area: 182.4 sq. Miles 15.02 sq. Miles 
Source: 2000 Census, Sites USA 2008 

Total Housing Units: 2000 104,974 41,056 

Median Household Income: 2000 $57,969 $44,203 

Median Age: 2008 40.2 39.3 

Population Growth & Projections 

Source: US Census, Sites USA 2008 

* Southern Scottsdale is defined as the portion of the city, south of Indian Bend Road (excluding Downtown) 

Indian Bend Rd.Indian Bend Rd.Indian Bend Rd.   



Labor Force Skills & Accessibility 

Within a 20-minute commute of the McDowell Road  

Corridor, there’s high concentration of workers employed  

in sales and office occupations. More over, approximately 

33 percent of the labor force living within that same area 

works in professional, managerial or financial occupations.  
 

In total, employers along the McDowell corridor have  

access to over 650,000 workers within the same 20-minute  

commute. When the range is expanded to a 30-minute 

commute, the number of accessible workers more than 

doubles to over 1.5 million.  
 

This area will continue to see an expanding workforce as 

the projected population within a 30-minute commute is 

expected to increase by over 180,000 people by 2013. 
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McDOWELL ROAD CORRIDOR 

McDowell Road has long been the commercial core of Southern Scottsdale. This designation started with the  

opening of the Motorola plant in 1957 and continued to grow as more commercial activity flocked to this area from 

Los Arcos Mall to the car dealerships that would become “Motor Mile”. In fact, from the late 60’s to early 90’s 

McDowell Road had one of the highest 24 hour traffic counts than anywhere else in the Valley, making it a prime 

location for retail activity. Today, the area is undergoing a transition and its geographic proximity to world class 

amenities like Sky Harbor International Airport and Arizona State University ensure that it will once again be a  

vibrant center of commerce. 

SkySong 



Scenic & lifestyle photos courtesy of the Scottsdale Convention & Visitors Bureau 
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